BEFDRE THE SOUTH CAROLINA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

In the Matter of the Suspension
of the Educstor Certificate of ORDER OF SUSPENSION

Chrisli €, Sauls,

L

Cortificate 151973

SUMMARY OF THE CASE

The South Caroling Stale Board of Educalion (Slale Board) considersd
this mattar gn February 13, 2008, On April 10, 2007, the State Department
of Education {Department] sent Christi €, Sauls a notice of her right to a
haaring regarding Lhe possible suspension of har Scutk Caralina educatar
certificate, Upon receipt of the notice, Ms, Sauls agresd to waive her right to
& hearing end to enker into a repayment plan. Tho Dopartment thon sent Ms.
Sauls a repayment agreemont. M. Sauls sanod the ag-cemnenl on May 18,
2007. The signed repayment agresment and an initial paymeanl of $100,00
wore reocived by tho Deparlment on May 25, 2007, On July 2, 2007, Ms,
Sauls made an additional payment of $287.50, On Seplember 4, 2007, My,
Sauls made another paynent of $287.50. Thereafter, Ms. Sauls failed to
comply wilh the terns of the repayvment agreerment. Ms. Sauls has not repaid
the remaining balance of 5475.00 which is now past due. Aftar considering
the informaktion presented, the State Board weted to suspend Ms. Sauls's
certificate until she repays tha full smount owed on her cutstanding loan w th
the State of South Carcling oblzined Lhrowagh Lthe Cenler for Teacher
Education, Recruitment, Retent'on and Advancement (CERRAD.

FIMDINGS OF FACT

Mz Sauls holds & valid Scuth Caroling educator certificate and has
over ton yvears of leaching experience, On October 10, 2001, Ms. Sauls
signed a promissory nole wiln Lhe State of South Caroling to obtain a lvan of

$2300 to pay for the cosls of applying for certitfication from the National
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Board for Professional Teaching Standards (NEPTS). One of the erms of that
promissory note was that the loan recipient would be cbligatec to repay one
talf of the loan amount, 51150, if after participation in the process for one
vedr, she did not continue or otheswise successfully compleke the process of
chtaining NEPTS certificaticn. Wnder this term of the agreement, Ms. Sauls is
row chligated to repay the outstanding amount owed, CERRA and the
Department have sent several letters o Ms, Sauls Informring her that the
211570 was due and of the consequences for failing to repay the amount dus,
After receiving notice of the possible suspension of her educator certificate,
Ms, Sauls anreed to owaive her right to a hearing and entered into a
repayment agreement. Ms. Sauls executed the repayment agrezment on May
18, 2007. The signed repayment sgresment and an initial payment of
$100.00 were received by the Departrment on May 25, 2007, M=, Sauls
submitted @ subsequent payment of $287.50 that was received by tihc
Department on July 2, 2007, On September 4, 200/, the Deparurent
recalved an additional payment of 287,50, Thareafter, Ms. Sauls falled to
comply with the terms of the resayment agreement.  Ms, Sauls has not
repaid the remaining balance of 475,00 that is now past due.

CONCLUSTIONS OF LAW

The 5State Board may suspend the certificate of ary person for
unprofessional conduct. 5.C. Code Ann. §§ 59-25-150 and 160 (20C4). The
Stzte Board finds that there is sufficicnt infarmation to suppart its decision to
suspend Ms. Sauls's educator sertificate from the date of this Qrder until she
has satisfied her remaining financial ciligation to the State of Scuth Careling,
as establisked in the promissory note referenced above. Upon full payment of
Lhe balance due, i Ms. Sauls wishes to have her cerlificale reinslabed, she
may make a written reguest for reinstatement to the OfMice of Educator
Certification of the Department of Educatian.
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